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	ABSTRACT

Write a concise abstract of approximately 150 words. State the research problem, objective, data and method, principal findings, and the main contribution. The abstract should be self-contained and should not contain footnotes.
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JEL Classification: O33 ·O38 ·M21


[Manuscript length: 5-10 pages, including the abstract, tables, figures, references, and appendices. Main text: Times New Roman, 12 pt. Do not include page numbers in the manuscript. Delete all grey template instructions before submission.
Submissions must represent original scholarly work and must appropriately acknowledge all sources. Plagiarism, including unattributed reuse of text, ideas, data, figures, or other content, is not permitted. Authors are responsible for ensuring the accuracy and integrity of the manuscript and for obtaining any necessary permissions for third-party material. Manuscripts must not be simultaneously submitted elsewhere unless explicitly permitted by the conference publication policy.]

1. Introduction
[Recommended logic: context → research gap → objective/research question → contribution → paper roadmap. Delete all grey template instructions before submission.]
Replace this text with the introduction. Keep the opening focused and evidence-based. The final paragraph should state the research objective and explain the paper’s contribution clearly.
A second paragraph illustrates the standard body style. The main text is fully justified and set in Times New Roman at 12 pt with single line spacing. All in-text citations and references should be formatted in accordance with the APA 7th edition guidelines.

2. Literature Review and Theoretical Background
[Synthesize the literature around the research problem and theoretical mechanism. Avoid an author-by-author catalogue.]
Summarize the relevant theoretical arguments and empirical evidence, identify points of convergence or disagreement, and establish the unresolved issue that motivates the study.

2.1. Conceptual Framework
Define the principal constructs and explain the expected relationships between them. Only the first two heading levels are numbered.
Third-Level Run-in Heading. Use a bold run-in heading when a third level is needed; the text continues on the same line.
H1. Higher digital readiness is positively associated with labour productivity.

3. Methodology
[Describe the data, sample, variables, measurement, analytical procedure, model specification, and robustness checks.]

3.1 Data and Sample
State the data source, geographic and temporal coverage, inclusion/exclusion criteria, and final analytical sample.

3.2 Variables and Measurement
Table 1. Description of variables
	Variable
	Definition
	Measurement
	Source

	DIG
	Digital readiness
	Composite index
	Eurostat

	PROD
	Labour productivity
	EUR per person employed
	Eurostat

	INN
	Innovation performance
	Index
	EIS


Table captions appear above tables. Keep tables editable, avoid vertical rules and color fills, and cite each table in the text.

3.3. Empirical Model
	
	Yᵢₜ = β₀ + β₁DIGᵢₜ + β₂Xᵢₜ + μᵢ + λₜ + εᵢₜ
	(1)


[Replace the sample expression with an editable Word equation (Insert → Equation). Number equations consecutively at the right margin.]
Define all symbols immediately after the equation and explain the estimator, standard-error specification, identification strategy, and relevant assumptions.

4. Results
[Present descriptive results first, then model/hypothesis results. Distinguish statistical significance from substantive importance.]
Use tables and figures only where they materially improve interpretation. Cross-reference every visual in the text.
	INSERT FIGURE / CHART HERE


Fig. 1. Example figure or chart. Source: Authors’ elaboration.
[Figures must be inserted as a single, self-contained object and positioned “In Line with Text”. Charts, diagrams, labels, arrows, text boxes, and other graphical elements must not remain as separate floating objects. If a figure is created from multiple elements in Word, PowerPoint, or Excel, all components must be grouped and inserted as one unified object or image. Figure captions appear below figures as regular text and should not be embedded in the image. Ensure that figures remain legible at the final page size and in grayscale; do not rely on color alone. Cross-reference every figure in the main text.]

5. Discussion
[Interpret mechanisms, compare findings with prior research, and separate theoretical from practical implications.]
Explain what the results mean rather than repeating coefficient tables. Discuss plausible alternative interpretations and the boundary conditions of the findings.

5.1. Theoretical Implications
State precisely how the study extends, refines, or challenges the existing conceptual framework.

5.2. Practical and Policy Implications
Translate the findings into specific implications for managers, policymakers, institutions, or other relevant stakeholders.

6. Conclusion
[Answer the research question → summarize the contribution → limitations → future research. Do not introduce new evidence.]
Conclude with the principal empirical and conceptual takeaway. Keep limitations specific and connect them to credible directions for future research.
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